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June 2, 2021 

The Pastor’s Ponderings  
 

I n this week's blog post on The Cottage, writer and theologian Diana Butler Bass con-
templates the changes in our lives since the pandemic arrived 18 months ago.  

   Some people jumped at the chance to shed the pandemic life of staying at home, 
meeting by Zoom and telephone, masking in public and avoiding crowds like the plague.  
Others have held on to more of the pandemic influenced lifestyle.  Some emerged like a 
rocket and others are slowly working their ways out into the next stage of pandemic life.   
   Diana Butler Bass writes about some of the things she loved about quarantine time, 
family living and doing things together, time for quiet thoughts and contemplation.  
 

She writes: 
This makes me wonder: how many people sense the same?  
Business as usual was disrupted, old pursuits of status and success fell away, and new hab-
its were formed. 
 

It has been hard, yes. But, even now, I recall these recent months with gratitude for the 
many family meals shared, for doing the best we could to celebrate college graduation, 
birthdays, and Christmas. For being together to protect each other and save the lives of 
people we didn’t even know. 
 

For the odd victory of finding toilet paper, Lysol, vanilla, yeast, and chicken breasts at the 
grocery store. For the poetry and prayers we read over the dining room table. For the all 
the time spent with my twenty-something daughter, a rare gift of conversation and pres-
ence that is, if nothing else, not typical in contemporary America. For all the things we 
learned of each other’s lives. 
 

For “zoom” to not mean racing through the airport and lugging bags on board a plane, but 

as an invitation to sit in my cottage and talk to people on the other side of the world, 
sharing struggles and dreams.  
 

On a daily basis, we were surrounded by fear, loss, and death. And yet, in the midst, some-
thing was being born. About meaning, purpose, and resolve. About courage, humility, and 
trust. 
 

Those of us who survived became different people, even if we’ve only barely noticed the 
change. 
 

That’s what I’ve been listening for; the new voice struggling to speak. Somehow, the words 

I once knew seem inadequate for these particular days. The timbre of life has been altered, 

and I long to hear its new cadence surface. I almost feel as if I’m straining to learn a new 

language, one truer to the strangeness of this unfamiliar and uncertain place, this poetry of 
survival. 
 

All this brings me back to the cicadas. Have you ever heard a single cicada sing? I haven’t.  
 

Since they’ve arrived, I’ve noticed that individual bugs seem completely quiet. They only 

sing when they can synchronize with others. After living so long in silence, their emergence 
creates the possibility of song only in community - and then they form a loud chorus, music 
completely unique to their singular resurrection. 
 

Maybe that’s what I’m waiting for - the song that will arise from our emergence. 
 

                                   (continued on page 2) 



(The Pastor’s Ponderings, continued) 
 

In the meanwhile, words seem tender, incomplete. I’m listening for the songs of others that we might synchronize, 

finding our voices as we are birthed again in the world.  
 

Am I alone on this journey from the depths toward the light? Or are we legion? I long for a world abuzz with a noisy 
chorus of empathy and connection, of courage and wholeness, of joy and hope. 
 

O sing to the Lord a new song;  
sing to the Lord, all the earth. 

Sing to the Lord, bless God’s name;  

tell of healing salvation from day to day.  
 

   Let's work to build, or rebuild our community of faith and forgiveness, compassion and creativity, remembering 
all along our way that like the cicadas, our song, as followers of Jesus' Way, is also sung in community.  
   May we both sing and grow as God's beloved community! 
 
Your Pastor, 

   Elaine 

Abbey Road at Cape Pride 2021! 
   Two years ago,  Abbey Road Christian Church was a presence at the first Pride Day in 
Cape.   We passed out red ARCC water containers and shared the welcome and love of 
Christ. We let people who had only ever experienced rejection and judgment from 
Christians know that Christ loves them and that they are welcome and affirmed at our 
church.   
   This year we will again be a loving, inviting presence at Cape Pride.  We'll put out a 
table for kids and adults to color on and have some kids activities. We'll pass out our 
bottles, and mostly we'll share smiles and words of how loved and welcomed our 
LGBTQ+ friends and family are at our church community.   
   Wear your church TSHIRTS, if you have them, or rainbow colors if you have them.  
   Bring a chair and your bug spray, as we'll be at Capaha Park.  Cape Pride will be right 
on Broadway, from 10 to 4.   
   Come and share the love of God! 

The following note was received in the office  & we want to share it with you.  We are proud of The ARK Learning 
Center and blessed to have Ms. Susan Riehl as facilitator. 

Abbey Road Church & Congregation, 

Our twins have had the privilege of attending The ARK Learning Center this year with Ms. Sue!  What a HUGE blessing it 
has been for our toddlers.  We know how costly it can be to facilitate a child care center & we know what you are 
charging isn’t making you money.   

Thank you for opening up this ministry & staffing it with the sweetest, most patient, kind, loving 
soul! We adore Sue Riehl & pray our next two years continue to have her & your church family in 
it!  We appreciate you! 

  Derek, Scarlet, Drake & Mia Belle Winans 
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John & Deborah Browne, Luther Hunt, Mark Faith, Bill Cox, Joe Robb Blattner, Susan Spooler, Carol Gleason, Liz Meyer, 

Debbie Bradley,  Dawn Knoderer, Kim Farrar Frank, George & Helen Amick, Pat Murray & Wally Allstun, Ed Sheridan & Nita 

Brackin, Martha D., Mary Hendrix,  Wayne Piker, Kim Wells Schott, frontline workers, Felicia Fox, Henry S., Edna Ohmart, 

David H., Frank & Sue Batchelor, Troy & Wilma Dooley, Dorothy R., Calvin Wells, Linda Dillman, Ed Tilley, Alan Myers, 
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Do you have someone to add to our prayer list? Please inform the church office or fill out a form found in the narthex. 

  

2021 Board of Elders Officers  

  

Chair: Leslee Pollina 

Chair-Elect: Steven Piker 

Past Chair: Jim Main 

Finance Chair: Deborah Balsano 

Board Secretary: Linda Green 

Trustee Chair: Marge Main 

Elder At-Large:  Darla Snider 

Saturday, June 12,  

8a-1p 

Bring your items the 

week of the sale: Mon-

day: 10a-6p; Tuesday & 

Wednesday: 9a-6p; 

Thursday: noon-6p; 

Friday-all day 

Call Peggy Bentlage or 

the church office if you 

need pick up. 

                            Worship Notes 

May 23    May 30 

Attendance:  49  Attendance:  36 

Offering:  $3702  Offering:  $2922 

Serving on June 6 

At the Table:  Jim Main (c), Judy Cureton (o) 

Scripture Reader:  Patricia Werner 

Communion Preparation:  Darla Snider 

Greeters/Ushers:   

Worship Captain:   

If you will fill these positions, 

please inform the church office! 

The Intent for the June 6 

Meditation/Centering 

Prayer group is 

Awakening 
In silence we can find  

and discover our awakening 

 Great news!! The Women’s Breakfast Group will resume meet-

ing this month!!!!   Join us on TUESDAYS June 8 & 22 at 8am at 
Cracker Barrel.   

 Secret Place devotional booklet for summer quarter is now avail-

able.  $1 please. 

New Sunday School Class begins Sunday, June 
8 in the Sanctuary.  
Books available for $12 or buy on Kindle! 
This class will explore six key themes that illus-
trate the ways in which reading Acts can ignite 
our imaginations about the character of the 
gospel, the work of Christ's church, and how we 
can live and serve faithfully building God's 
Realm in our constantly changing world. 


